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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/22/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

2. With regard to claim 19, and Applicant's assertion that Dobecki fails to disclose 
that "the send queue context memory is connected to both the transmitter and the 
receiver through the first connection and through the send queue engine" (Page 12 of 
remarks), the Examiner respectfully disagrees. Fig 7 shows that the send queue context 
memory (422) is connected to both the transmitter (418) and the receiver (424) through 
the first connection and through the first connection and through the send queue engine 
(the context memory is directly connected to the send queue engine (428p) and the 
transmitter (418), and indirectly connects the receiver through the send queue engine, 
and several other components (PG, PC, 428d, and 424). 

3. Applicant's arguments directed toward the receive queue context memory (Page 
13 of remarks) are not persuasive for similar reasons (See connections shown in Fig 7). 

4. While the Examiner appreciates that there may be differences between the 
arrangement of the elements in Dobecki and the present invention, the current language 
of the claims is not specific enough the articulate them. The concept of a "connection" is 
quite broad, and in the system disclosed by Dobecki, nearly every element shown in Fig 
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7 is "connected" to nearly every other element. The Examiner recommends that 
Applicant consider more specific language to clearly define the arrangement of the 
components in claim 1. 

5. With regard to claim 1 , and Applicant's assertion that claim 1 is directed to 
statutory subject matter, the Examiner respectfully disagrees. Applicant's assertion that 
"tracking packet sequence numbers" produces a "concrete, useful, and tangible result" 
(Page 9 of remarks) is not persuasive. A tracking operation as claimed does not 
produce a result at all. Nothing is changed, modified, or stored by virtue of the tracking 
operation. As claimed, it merely ends in a "check", which is not a useful, concrete, and 
tangible result. 

Applicant's arguments directed to whether "the present invention has practicval 
application in the technological arts" and that "the claims do not describe merely 
functional descriptive material, non-functional descriptive material, or a natural 
phenomenon" (Page 9 of Remarks) are unclear, since the claims were not rejected 
under these grounds. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

6. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 
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7. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention 
lacks patentable utility. 

8. With regard to claim 1 , the claimed method fails to produce a useful, concrete, 
and tangible result. The final result of the claim is merely a "track" which includes a 
series of steps ending in a "check" to determine if the sequence number of a response 
packet matches a stored sequence number. The track or check has not been used in a 
disclosed practical application nor made available for use in a disclosed practical 
application. Claims 3 and 4 remedy this deficiency (by accepting the packet) only under 
the condition specified in those claims. The Examiner recommends amending the claim 
to recite a useful, concrete, and tangible result that occurs in response to the claimed 
checking step (such as accepting/dropping the packet). Claim 10 recites substantially 
identical limitations and is rejected under the same rationale. 

9. All claims not individually rejected are rejected by virtue of their dependency from 
the above claims and the fact that they do not remedy the deficiency outlined above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

10. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
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applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

11. Claims 19-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Dobecki (US 6,61 1,879). 

12. In referring to claim 19, Dobecki shows a network interface (fig. 7) comprising: 
A transmitter (418); 

A receiver (424); ^ 

A send queue context memory (422, Col 17, Line 62 to Col 18, Line 2); 

A receive queue context memory (424, Col 16, Lines 55-63); 

A send queue engine (ME 315: 428p) connected to the send queue (422) context 
memory and the transmitter and the receiver (col. 16 lines 40- col. 17 line 2), wherein 
the send queue engine is connected to the send queue context memory by a first 
connection (Fig 7) and the send queue context memory is connected to both the 
transmitter and the receiver through the first connection and through the send queue 
engine (See Fig 7 and above discussion); 

A receive queue engine (ME 315: 428d) connected to the received queue (424) 
context memory and the transmitter and the receiver (col. 16 lines 40- col. 17 line 2), 
wherein the receive queue engine is connected to the receive queue context memory by 
a second connection separate from the first connection (Fig 7 and Col 16, Line 40 to Col 
17, Line 10), and the receive queue context memory is connected to both the 
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transmitter and the receiver through the first connection and through the receive queue 
engine (See Fig 7 and above discussion). 

1 3. In referring to claim 20 and 21 , the network interface further comprises of plurality 
of ports receiving data from a corresponding plurality of NGIO and further comprising a 
virtual interface architecture establishing communication with plurality of NGIO links 
(col. 9 lines 63- col. 10 line 5). 

14. With regard to claim 22, Dobecki further discloses that the first connection 
directly connects the send queue engine to the send queue context memory, and the 
second connection directly connects the receive queue engine partitioned from the send 
queue engine to the receive queue context memory (Fig 7 and Col 16, Line 40 to Col 
17, Line 10). 

15. With regard to claim 23, Dobecki further discloses that the send queue engine is 
directly connected to the transmitter and directly connected to the receiver (Fig 7 and 
Col 1 6, Line 40 to Col 1 7, Line 1 0). 

16. With regard to claim 24, Dobecki further discloses that the receive queue engine 
is directly connected to the transmitter and directly connected to the receiver (Fig 7 and 
Col 1 6, Line 40 to Col 1 7, Line 10). 
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Conclusion 

17. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of tlie extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

18. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron Strange whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3959. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Glen Burgess can be reached on 571-272-3949. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

AS 

1/31/2007 




